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Jesus Christ is the Face of the father’s Mercy 
GUIDELINES TO JOURNEY AS ECCLESIAL COMMUNITY DURING THE JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY 

 

Introduction. 

We are about to embark on an exciting adventure, the reading of Pope Francis’ document regarding 

a very important endeavor of the Catholic Church, namely the opening of a Jubilee year. 

 

Being a living part of our Church, it is important that we understand the depth of this initiative, 

make it our own, and craft some kind of response that will enable ourselves and our community to 

experience the mercy of God among the many trials we all undergo. 

 

 

Step one: 

Here are some questions that can lead our reflection, and some web pages to help us have a wider 

perspective about the meaning of a Jubilee Year. 

 

Questions: 

- What is a Holy Year? What is special about a Holy Year? 

- Pope Francis calls this Holy Year an “Extraordinary Jubilee Year.” Are there different 

types of Holy Years in the Catholic Church? 

- Are there biblical foundations for such a practice? 

- Why does the Catholic Church still observe Jubilee Years?) 

- Who can declare a Holy Year? 

- What does a Holy Year imply? 

- Is this practice unique/exclusive to the Catholic Church? 
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Jubilee Year- Bible Study: http://www.biblestudy.org/godsrest/what-is-the-jubilee-year.html 

Jubilee (Jovel) Year in the Hebrew tradition: http://www.betemunah.org/yovel.html 

The Jubilee in the History of the Catholic Church: 

http://www.ewtn.com/jubilee/history/church1.htm 

The Jubilee Year in the year 2000: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Jubilee 

Resources for the Jubilee year 2015-2016: 

http://usccb.org/search.cfm?site=newusccb&proxystylesheet=newusccb_frontend&q=Jubilee+Y

ear+of+Mercy&lang=eng 

To make your personal annotations, please use handout number 1 

 

 

Step two: 

Read the Papal Bull of Indiction to the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy: “Jesus Christ is the face 

of the Father’s mercy” and make your own annotations.  

 

To make your personal annotations, please use handout number 2 

 

Step three: 

To enter into the reasons that inspired Pope Francis to proclaim the celebration of this 

Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy, it is useful to read some parts of the Papal Bull and question 

ourselves if these realities quoted by Pope Francis are present in our midst, and how they are 

present among us. 

 

 

As we read, think: 
 Are some of these realities present in me, in my family, in my work, in 

our parish? 
 Do I see these things present in our State, in our Nation? 

 
To answer these questions, please use handout number 3. 

 

No. 15a. “In this Holy Year, we look forward to the experience of opening our 
hearts to those living on the outermost fringes of society: fringes which modern 
society itself creates. How many uncertain and painful situations there are in the 
world today! How many are the wounds borne by the flesh of those who have no 
voice because their cry is muffled and drowned out by the indifference of the rich!  
(…) Let us not fall into humiliating indifference or a monotonous routine that 
prevents us from discovering what is new! Let us ward off destructive cynicism! Let 
us open our eyes and see the misery of the world, the wounds of our brothers and 
sisters who are denied their dignity, and let us recognize that we are compelled to 
heed their cry for help! May we reach out to them and support them so they can 

http://www.biblestudy.org/godsrest/what-is-the-jubilee-year.html
http://www.betemunah.org/yovel.html
http://www.ewtn.com/jubilee/history/church1.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Jubilee
http://usccb.org/search.cfm?site=newusccb&proxystylesheet=newusccb_frontend&q=Jubilee+Year+of+Mercy&lang=eng
http://usccb.org/search.cfm?site=newusccb&proxystylesheet=newusccb_frontend&q=Jubilee+Year+of+Mercy&lang=eng
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feel the warmth of our presence, our friendship, and our fraternity! May their cry 
become our own, and together may we break down the barriers of indifference that 
too often reign supreme and mask our hypocrisy and egoism!” 
 
 
No. 15b. “We are invited, “to feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, clothe the 

naked, welcome the stranger, heal the sick, visit the imprisoned, and bury the 
dead. (…) counsel the doubtful, instruct the ignorant, admonish sinners, comfort 
the afflicted, forgive offences, bear patiently those who do us ill, and pray for the 
living and the dead.” 
 
 
 
No. 16. “This Holy Year will bring to the fore the richness of Jesus’ mission echoed 

in the words of the prophet: to bring a word and gesture of consolation to the poor, 
to proclaim liberty to those bound by new forms of slavery in modern society, to 
restore sight to those who can see no more because they are caught up in 
themselves, to restore dignity to all those from whom it has been robbed. The 
preaching of Jesus is made visible once more in the response of faith which 
Christians are called to offer by their witness.” 
 
 
 
No. 19. “May the message of mercy reach everyone, and may no one be indifferent 

to the call to experience mercy. I direct this invitation to conversion even more 
fervently to those whose behaviour distances them from the grace of God. I 
particularly have in mind men and women belonging to criminal organizations of 
any kind. (…) The same invitation is extended to those who either perpetrate or 
participate in corruption. This festering wound is a grave sin that cries out to 
heaven for vengeance, because it threatens the very foundations of personal and 
social life. Corruption prevents us from looking to the future with hope, because its 
tyrannical greed shatters the plans of the weak and tramples upon the poorest of 
the poor. It is an evil that embeds itself into the actions of everyday life and 
spreads, causing great public scandal. Corruption is a sinful hardening of the heart 
that replaces God with the illusion that money is a form of power. It is a work of 
darkness, fed by suspicion and intrigue.” 

 
 
Step four: 

It is important that we let the Papal document bring light into the kind of world we live in when 

he explains how God deals with these realities. Pope Francis says that “Jesus Christ is the face of 

the Father’s mercy,” that in Jesus we encounter the true face of the God of mercies. To help us 

meditate/contemplate what the Bible says, it will be good to read numbers 1, 6, 8, 9a, 9b, 14a, 17a,   

17b.  
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Take them to heart, journal about its content if you wish; share your 
personal reflections with somebody you trust, a kindred spirit. 
 

To make your personal annotations, please use a personal notebook or diary 

 

 

 

Step five: 

It is important to recognize that, because we are the Church, the presence of Jesus in our midst, 

we are called to bring the mercy of God to the women and men of our times in “the service of 

mankind, of every condition, in every weakness and need” (Cf. No. 4). 

 

It is important then that we formulate some course of action: 
What am I going to do? 
 

 At a personal level. 

 In my family. 

 As a group or in other groups where I belong 

 In the parish 

 In the Archdiocese 

 

To make your personal annotations, please use handout number 4. 

 

 

Concluding remarks  

Many women and men along the history of the Church have heard the voice of the Good Shepherd 

calling them to enter into the mystery of God’s love. Mary Magdalene, Zacchaeus, Joanna, 

Susanna, Peter and Paul, Ignatius of Antioch, Augustine and Monica, Francis and Claire, Teresa 

of Calcutta, Martin Luther King, Thomas Merton and Dorothy Day, etc., You are among them 

now that you have entered into this journey of the Jubilee Year of Mercy, a path that could lead 

you, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, “to love God with all your heart, with all your soul, 

with all your strength, and with all your mind” (Lk.10: 27) and your neighbor as the Good 

Samaritan of Luke’s Gospel (Cf. Lk. 10:30-37). 

 

May the faithful Servant of the Lord, Mary of Nazareth teach you to “treasure in your heart all the 

things you have learned” (Lk. 2: 19) and then be a disciple of Jesus, our merciful Shepherd. 

 

 

Domenico Di Raimondo, MSpS 

November 8, 2015. 


