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Chronicle of the VI Regional Assembly of the Apostleship of the Cross 

Christ the Priest Region 
 

 Rito Guzmán, MSpS 
 Carmen Martínez 
  

 Translation by Vicki Leone and Ana Quirós 

August 25, 2016 
 
Our first meeting took place at 5:00 PM, at Felix Rougier House of Studies, in the city of Mt. Angel, 

Oregon. The Assembly members got to know each other through a fun game. Each one presented 

himself/herself and responded to a question prepared by the welcoming team. We arrived from 

different cities in the United States corresponding to the three Areas of the Christ the Priest 

Region: Northwest, Southwest and South-Northeast. 

At 6:00 PM, we celebrated the Eucharist in the Chapel of Solitude in the house 
of the Missionaries of the Holy Spirit. Fr. Domenico Di Raimondo, MSpS, 
presided the Eucharist and encouraged us to live the Assembly with a 
contemplative spirit, a constructive disposition and right intention. He urged 
us to put Christ at the center of the Assembly so as to see with the eyes of 
Jesus and to love with His Heart. 
 

We concluded our Eucharist singing loudly, "Echoing this clamor 
to the world, Jesus Savior of all people, save them, save them." 
 
Immediately after the Eucharist we went to the Plaza of the 
Cross. The Cross of the Apostolate that sits in the plaza, the 
symbol which is unique to the Family of the Cross, enwrapped 

us in our gathering. At this plaza, we enjoyed a wonderful Mexican dinner with guacamole, beans, 
salsas, tortillas, chicken and salad. We were welcomed by the summer warmth of Oregon and so 
enjoyed a beautiful evening together.  
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The last thing we did was to organize all the documents that would be needed at the Assembly, 
such as, the regulations and the schedule. Then we went to rest, to be ready for a great and 
enthusiastic start to our Assembly, at Mount Angel Abbey's Retreat House.   

  
August 26, 2016 
 
We arrived at the Retreat House of the Benedictine Monks at 9:00 AM. Before 
proceeding with the Assembly, the roll of the members was called, resulting in 
a total of twenty-three assembly participants: 9 by office (4 MSpS and 5 laity), 
12 by-election (2 MSpS, 6 laywomen and 4 laymen), and 2 by invitation (1 Sister 
of the Cross and 1 laywoman from the Covenant of Love). 
 
Father Roberto Saldívar, MSpS, Provincial Superior and Regional Director of the Apostleship of 
the Cross, gave the opening remarks. 

 
Assisted by Father Domenico, Coordinator of the dynamics, we 
approved the Regulations for the Assembly and resolved some other 
outstanding matters. Father Domenico answered general questions, in 
addition to explaining the general dynamic of the Assembly. 
 

Then, Father Daniel Rivera, MSpS, Superior General of the Missionaries of the Holy Spirit and 
Director General of the Apostleship of the Cross, formally declared open the work of the 
Assembly, followed by a spiritual reflection to prepare us to receive God’s graces. We meditated 
on the motto of the Assembly: “Embrace the present, Glimpse the future, Build with joy”.  
 
Father Daniel invited us to remember the fact that we are consecrated through our 
baptism and again loved by God through our consecration to the Apostleship of the 
Cross. We are apostles because we are consecrated, but also missionaries for 
having been called. We need to come before God to see what is happening in our 
Region and work for a more effective development of the Apostleship of the Cross 
in the United States.  
 
The future of the Apostleship of the Cross is in the hands of God, but He uses his 
collaborators to complete His plan. In order to do that, we will have moments throughout the 
Assembly process, to shed light on our reality and propose concrete actions to help us do what 
we discover as the will of God. 
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Father Daniel encouraged us to take a look back to our journey, embrace our present and 
envision our future. After a moment of prayer, and personal meditation before the Blessed 
Sacrament, we prepared ourselves to celebrate the opening Eucharist which was presided by 
Father Daniel. 
 
Today we began the working block SEE.  Its objective was to obtain a broader vision of the journey 
of the Apostleship of the Cross and the Missionaries of the Holy Spirit in the Christ the Priest 
Region. Father Domenico presented the report of the Regional Director and of the Regional 
Council of the Apostleship of the Cross to us. 
 
Afterward, participants were divided in four groups to write down five achievements and five 
deficiencies highlighted in the report. Each group was composed of a coordinator, a secretary 
and some assembly members from the different areas in the Region. The work from each group 
was collected, collated, and then presented in full after a short recess. After dinner, we analyzed 
and pondered carefully in our groups taking into consideration the contributions of the 
participants. Thus we concluded our work with intense moments of prayer, of celebration and 
critical reflection. 
 
After the group work, we turned into young girls and boys, we played 
“hot potato” and other children’s games that we enjoyed a lot. Amidst 
laughter and discussions about the rules of the games, we thanked God 
for giving us a spiritual family so full of his loving presence. 
 
Thanks be to Conchita and Father Felix de Jesus Rougier for fostering a spirit of joy and fraternity 
among the Works of the Cross. Let us ask God to never lose this gift that has been given to us and 
that we wish to communicate to many more people. The Central Commission, at the same time, 
continued working for the good progress of the Assembly. 

 
 

August 27, 2016 
 
We began our day in the presence of Our Lord in contemplative meditation before the Blessed 
Sacrament and immediately after we moved to the dining room for breakfast. At 9:15 AM, we 
began our first working block of the day presenting the complete work of the groups from where 
we arrived at a consensus about the five most important things we learned. This concluded the 
block SEE in order to open the next working block: ILLUMINATE. 
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From the vision of the reality and the things we learned, we tackled the following topics: 
Formation for groups, Formation for leaders, Relationship between the MSpS and the Apostleship 
of the Cross, and Expansion and growth of the Apostleship of the Cross. Each group studied the 
documents that corresponded to its respective topic. We took into account the Statutes of the 
Apostleship of the Cross and other documents that were provided before the Assembly. 
 

After a moment of dialog and discernment, each 
group formulated five specific goals that 
corresponded to the topic assigned. The goals were 
collated. After lunch and a moment of rest, we 
returned to the assembly room to discuss the 
outcomes. After ample time for reflection, 
clarification and discussion, we returned to meet as 

groups to refine the goals, having considered the comments of the participants and hence we 
developed our first consensus of the objectives. 
 
At 3:15 PM, we began the working block: ACT. We had another plenary where we presented the 
goals/objectives each group had proposed. The groups met again to reformulate the objectives 
in accordance with the comments from the assembly members. 

 
At 5:15 PM, after presenting the revised objectives developed by the 
groups and having listened to the comments of the Assembly, each one 
of them was approved. We had very important conversations about the 
need of formation for leaders and the members of the Apostleship of the 
Cross. 
 

In the evening we celebrated the Eucharist presided by Father Mario 
Rodríguez, MSpS, Regional Delegate of the Apostleship of the Cross. In 
his homily, he reminded us that God has called us to the service of his 
kingdom, not by our own merits but by His grace. In calling us he has 
given us gifts that we must share with our sisters and brothers. 
 
At the end of the day, we met to celebrate the fruits that we received throughout the day. 
Sprinkled with jokes and anecdotes we enjoyed a pleasant evening before going to rest.   
 
Again we thanked God for giving us the gift so beautiful of sisters and brothers with whom to 
share a spirituality as rich as the Spirituality of the Cross. 
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August 28, 2016 
 
We began our last day of the Assembly before the Blessed Sacrament, thanking and imploring 
God that our work will be fruitful for our sisters and brothers of the Christ the Priest Region. We 
realized that there is a long way to go, that we must build with joy and steadfast hope in Our Lord 
who inspired the Works of the Cross for the good of his Church. 
 
During the morning meditation, we read some texts from those we consider the first Apostles of 
the Cross. We refer to Conchita, Mons. Ibarra, Father Alberto Mir, and Father Felix de Jesus 
Rougier. 

 
Father Felix writing to the Missionaries of the Holy Spirit said this, “Dear 
Sons, the Apostleship of the Cross is a work of great transcendence that 
we must share with all social classes… The Apostleship of the Cross, dear 
sons, is, like the other Works of the Cross, a very rich gift that has come 
to us from heaven, a gift that we must greatly appreciate and make 
fruitful for heaven. Hopefully, all the Missionaries of the Holy Spirit: 
priests, students, and coadjutors care about this Work and will always 
place it at the foot of the tabernacle!” (Escritos, Circulares y Cartas, pp. 
57-59). 
 

Sent on a mission, we gather to share our experiences in 
the Assembly. Behold some reflections of the 
participants at the end of the VI Regional Assembly: 
 
a) “I met my Jesus and I fell in love with him.” 
b) “Jesus leads us to excellence. We do our part and he does the rest.” 
c) “All were moved by the Holy Spirit and we let him move us.” 
d) “We have a lot of work and I will prepare myself the best I can for this work. We are a team 

and the team is God’s and we are the work which is of God.” 
e) “Each one of you has been a gift for me. I feel like family. The work is of God and you need to 

keep working.” 
 
After so rich of an experience of sharing the faith and the experience in the Assembly, we met by 
areas (Northwest, Southwest, South-Northeast) to plan how we can share with other members 
of our Region what we have lived and received in the VI Assembly of the Christ the Priest Region. 

 
In a moment of celebration, we thanked Father Domenico for all his 
work in favor of the Apostleship of the Cross these last years. 
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We concluded our Assembly with the celebration of the Eucharist presided by Father Roberto. In 
the homily, Father Roberto exhorted us to open our hearts and groups of the Apostleship of the 
Cross to those who suffer. 
 
There being no further business on the agenda, Fr. Daniel adjourned the VI Regional Assembly. 

We owe much to the Holy Spirit for having guided us during these days and for all the fruits 

received. With a strong sense of mission, we leave rejoicing in this moment of grace for both the 

Apostleship of the Cross of the Christ the Priest Region and the Missionaries of the Holy Spirit. 
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